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D public-State 
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D bui/ding(s) 
[Xl district 
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o structure o object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Number of Resources within Property 
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, 6 _~ buildings 
2 sites 
1 ____ structures 

___ objects 

9 -;5 Total 

Hj st~rLc & ArcbitectJJral Reso ll rces of 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ----D-__ . 

~~eb~r£~~~_~~~y_'C_~_~_i_Hc_a_ti_o_n ______________________________________________ __ 

n
" stile designatad authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
kXJ nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Re 'ster of Historic Places a meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In Ri I J. the p y meets does not meet the Na(iona! Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

1
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5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

o ent6~ed in the National .Register. 
D See conlinuatlon sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from tile National Register. 
[]other, (explain:) __________ _ 

Date 

SiQnClture of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
_po~est'ic single dwelling 
~~riculture/Subsistence 

--------_._-------------

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 
- Federal ------------------------------

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

fou ndation __ --"s"-t~o ___ n.lo_le __________________ _ 
walls ____ ---"'a ... -'l""--"=u:.AJIDu,...l ..... • n ........... u!<J,JID"'-.-. ___________ _ 

roof tin 
other wood 

brick/stone 

[Xl See continuation sheet 
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The meticulously maintained house at the center of the 
Stovall Family Farm has two major blocks, both built before the 
Civil War. The two-story western half of the heavy timber 
structure was already standing as a Presbyterian glebe house when 
John W. and Lucy (Barnett) Stovall purchased the farm in 1839; 
its companion one-story-and-Ioft eastern half was built by the 
Stovalls shortly before the War. Both halves of the house are 
h a)"". d so mel y f i )"". ish e d wit h p e.,.. .. i 0 d Fed e.,.. .. a I a)"". d G.,. .... e e k Rev' i val sty 1 e 
woodwork. Turned north towards the site of a road that has long 
s i )"". C e bee)"". p lowed u )"". de.,. .... , the h 0 use fa c e s a h 0.,. .... i :.:::: 0 n 0 f .,. .... 0 1 lin g 
fields and woods unmarked by any visible buildings other than two 
of its own outbuildings and a family cemetery. To the house's 
south, lining the gravel farm lane between its rear elevation and 
a paved state-maintained road, are nine additional outbuildi~gs, 
including four tobacco barns that stand as evidence of the crop 
that has always been the heart of the farm. 

The older, western half of the house is two stories tall and 
one -.,. .... 00 m dee p.. T h .,. .... e e bay s I i g h tit sf.,. .... ant, )"".0 r .... t h - fa c i l"". g 
elevation, a door at the east and two windows at the west; the 
b u )"". g a low sty I e po r'" c h t hat 5 had est his e I e vat ion was b u i I tin . the 
1920s. Its flush gable end roof is abutted by a rock and brick 
chimney to the west and the second half of the house to the east. 
Originally a traditional hall-parlor plan dwelling, the western 
block now has a stair hall and one large chamber downstairs. 
Above the chamber is a bedroom; above the hall is a small ha'llway 
and, at the front, a second tiny bedroom, which was used as a 
doc to.,.." s 0 f f ice by the S t 0 val Is' son, j' 0 5 e ph Wa Ike 'r.... S t 0 val I , i n 
the 1850s and early 1860s. 

The finish of the western half of the house, a mix of 
Federal and Greek Revival style decorative elements, suggests 
that it was not old when purchased by the Stovalls, probably 
raised in the 1830s. Its nine-over-nine windows and six-panel. 
doors are Federal in form and articulation. Its surrounds 
partake of both the Federal and Greek Revival style, some with a 
delicate three-part form, some with heavy ornate moldings and 
others with post and lintel frames and cornerblocks; it is not 
c I e a .,.... ItJ h i c h , i fan y , we.,. .... e a I t e 'r'" e d w hen the S t 0 val Is. add e don t 0 

the h 0 u !:; e . The p a 'r'" I 0.,.'" man tel i s t.,. ... a n sit ion a lin sty Ie, its I ate 
Federal form adorned with Greek Revival style frets and cushion 
s hap e d mol din g; . the rn a )"". tel ups t a i .,. ... sis a m 0.,.'" e s imp I y fin ish e d 
post and lintel type. 
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Add e d by the S t 0 valls, P)" .... CI b a b I Y 1 ate i Y"I the 1 85(> s , the 
eastern half of the house is deeper but shorter than its earlier 
mate. Downstairs it has one large room at the front and two 
smaller side by side rooms to the rear. Along with the older 
half of the house, its weatherboards were sheathed with aluminum 
siding in the early 1970s. Still retaining much of its original 
woodwo)" .... k, it has had a delo)""' )""'emoved, its P I ace cove)""'ed wit h 
sid i ng, at its f)""'ont e I evat i OY"I, aY"ld a doo)""' )""'ep 1 aced by a wi Y"ldow 
at its side. Its stair, which stood at the western wall of the 
dining room next to the other stair, has been removed; the 
upstairs rooms of the two blocks, once completely separated by a 
wall, are now joined by a door. The finish of the block is Greek 
Revival in style, featuring symmetrical post and lintel mant~ls, 
four-panel doors and fluted surrounds with cornerblocks. The 
downstairs rooms and the hallway and loft bedroom above have 
flush-sheathed wainscoting, an early Georgian and Federal style 
decorative device that persisted in the county well into the 
Greek Revival period. Unlike its mate, the block has six-over­
nine windows downstairs and two exterior end chimneys, allowing 
the placement of fireplaces in both of the two main downstairs 
rooms. The third and smallest downstairs room, once a small 
bedroom, has been connected with the rear porches of the two 
blocks, which were enclosed around 1954. 

E I eve '(IOU t b u i 1 din g s , f i ve 0 f w h i c h con t )" .... i but e tot he 
integrity of the property, and a contributing family cemetery, 
stand on the 54 acre contributing site included in the 
'(10 rl1 i '(I a t ion. Tot hen 0)""' t h we s t 0 f the h 0 use [ II A lion the 
accompanying sketch map] are a contributing frame stable [B] and 
frame corncrib [CJ, the latter shifted from across the farm lane, 
both built around 1935. To the northeast is the family cemetery 
[OJ, which includes the graves of John and Lucy Stovall and a 
number of their descendants. To the house's south are nine 
additional outbuildings. Immediately to its rear are a non­
contributing frame smokehouse [GJ and fcirmer ordering house [HJ, 
bot h b u i I tin the 1 95(> s , and the p)"" 0 P e)"-' t y' s two old est 
outbuildings - a smokehouse [FJ, later used as a striphouse, and 
a lumber house [EJ - both built by John Stovall after the Civil 
War. To their rear, along the farm lane, are a non-contributing 
frame packhouse [IJ, built from the timbers of a dismantled house 
t hat s too din But '(I e r" ins 0 u the r"' )'"'1 G r .... a '(I viI lee 0 un t y un til the e a Y' 1 Y 
1 9405 ; a )rl d f 0 u r-' log t 0 b a c cob a r .... n 5 ,on e b u i I tin 1 '335 [ M], 0 n e i n 
1937 [KJ and two in the 19405 [J and LJ. All of the barns were 
built of logs in the traditional way, the Stovalls cutting the 
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trees, the community pitching in to raise them. The latter two 
non-contributing ones are considered non-contributing solely 
because they were built within the past 50 years. For the same 
age reasons, the farm's period of significance is cut off at 
1937, even though it has been farmed since by traditional 
met hods. 



of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide IX] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [Xl A 0 B [X] cOO 

Criterif1 Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas elf. Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Archltecture . 

AgriC11ltllre 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 

18308-1937 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 

18308 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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Both of its halves built prior to the Civil War~ John W. 
stovall's heavy timber frame house is historically significant as 
one 0 f the 0 1 d e'r'" i yo) t act d weI 1 i yo) g sin G 'r'" a n v ill e Co un t y , a yo) d 
architecturally significant as a fine, traditional, well-
maintained example of Federal and Greek. Revival style 
architecture. (See Historic Context 1 - The Plantation Era in 
Granville County, 1746-1865 - and associated Propertj Types 1 -
Georgian and Federal Style Dwellings - and 2 - Greek Revival and 
Romantic Style Dwellings) Home to a preacher and a planter prior 
to the War, the farm - as shown by its surviving outbuildings -
served a bright leaf tobacco farmer after the conflict and it is 
therefore further significant as representative of life on a 
traditional bright leaf era farm. (See Historic Context 2 
Bright Leaf Tobacco and Rural Granville County, 1866-1937 - and 
associated Property Type 6 - Outbuildings) Although traditional 
methods of cultivating and flue-curing tobacco continued in use 
at the farm past 1937, its significance does not extend beyond 
that date because it has not achieved exceptional signifi~ance 

within the past half century. 

The two-story western half of the house was already standing 
in 1839, the year John Walker Stovall (1814-1899) and his wife, 
the former Lucy Barnett (1816-1863), moved from the vicinity of 
Marrow's Chapel in neighboring Vance County and purchased the 
farm. Owned by the congregation of Grassy Creek Presbyterian 
C h u 'r" C h , the 32(> a c 'r" e p 'r"' 0 P e 'r" t Y was 'r-' e f e 'r" 'r" edt 0 a slit he G I e bell i n 
the dee d , a 'r"' e f e 'r" e n c e t hat i yo) C 1 u de d the we s t e 'r"' n hal f 0 f the 
house, which was t~e dwelling of the congregation's pastor [Deed 
Book 11, Page 121J. 

The western half of the house is architecturally sigificant 
for both its traditional form and its intact finish, which shows 
common local expressions of the Federal and Greek Revival styles 
and the short-lived transition between. Built with a traditional 
hall-parlor plan, the heavy timber frame structure retains many 
pre-1839, Federal style decorative features. These include, at 
the first floor, nine-over-nine windows, a six-panel door set in 
a three-part surround and a handsome early parlor mantel. This 
mantel, though Federal in form with its pilaster-like posts 
topped by entablatures, intimates the coming Greek Revival style 
t h 'r'" aug hit sus e '0 fbI 0 c k s dec 0 'r" ate d \l-J i t h a \l-J i n din g G 'r'" e e k f 'r-' e t 
motif and a cushion-shaped molding set beneath its shelf. At the 
second f I OOY", the tiny f'r"ont bed'r"oorn was used fo'r" a !:;ho)· ... t t i rile in 
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the 1850s and early 1860s by th~ Stovalls' son, Dr. Joseph Walker 
Stovall, as his medical office.a::. 

The eastern half of the house, added by the Stovalls shortly 
before the Civil War, has a Greek Revival style finish which 
includes four-panel dgors, fluted cornerblock surrounds and post 
and lintel mantels.~ The flush-sheathed wainscoting of the 
downstairs and upstairs rooms is a not uncommon local ~xample of 
a Georgian and Federal form surviving into the 1850s. 

John W. Stovall, who is buried in the family cemetery on the 
property with his wife and a number of their descendants, was a 
prosperous landowner and planter who owned 15 slaves at the 
taking of the 1850 federal census. He also owned a saw mill, 
brick kiln and foundry for making plow points. A prominent local 
fig U Or"' e , he len t his)'", a met 0 the n ear"' by tow)'", 0 f S t 0 vall, the 
largest in the northern half of the county. When the Southern 
Railway cut through the community then known as Sassafras Fork in 
the late 1880s, Stovall gave it the right-of-way for its tracks. 
The train station was accordingly named Stovall and, though the 
township retained the name Sassafras Fork~ the town took on the 4 ° 

name of the station. 

The farm has remained in the family since 1839. The 
Stovalls' son and daughter-in-law, Alexander M. (1848-1909) and 
Pattie (Jones) stovall (1855-1934), lived there after John's 
death at the close of the century. It is now owned by their 
great-grandson, Marrow Stovall, who lived in the house prior to 
World War II with his gr§ndmother, Pattie, and his aunt, Esther 
Ann Stovall (1879-1943) . ....J 

1 In an interview on March 14, 1986, Marrow Stovall, owner and 
o c cup a ),",t 0 f the fa 'r"' fIl and g r" eat - 9 r" a'n d son 0 f J 0 h ),", and L u c y S t 0 vall, 
said that his great-grandfather had moved to the property, which 
included an already standing rectory, from a farm near Marrow's 
Chapel. 

2Interview October 23, 
used by Dr.... St ova 11 
p r-' e fI1 a t u)"" ely, i n 1 8 b 3 . 

1987, 
but 

with Marrow Stovall. The room was 
a sho)o"'t time, because he died, 
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,-' I nt Er'V i ew IVla )'"'ch i 4 ~ l'38E" 
stovall. 

1. 987 ~ v-Ji th Ivl a r""r"'OI,lJ 

i+, t ' 'h 1 1 n ~ e)"' v 1 e v-J v-J 1 t I'r a r"' r~ 0 v-J S t 0 vall? Mar' chi t.~ , 
1 9 87 . L 0 cal his t 0 'r"' ian F r"' a n cis 8 . Hay s , 

j986, and October 23, 
in an article entitled 

EI l a ~e N a f!1 e 5 _i ),-, G r: a n v ~ lIe i nth e Aug IJ S t 2 (> , 

Oxford Public Ledger, wrote: 
1935, edition of the 

S t 0 val 1 was for .... fIl e 'r"' 1 Y Sa s s a f)""' a 5 F 0 '(' k . The n f 0)""' abo u t 5 
m 0 YI t h s , 1 887 , its n a mew a sAl b i )""1. t,.J h e)""1 a s tat i CI)""I was 
located about that time it was named in honor of John W. 
S t 0 vall; ale a din 9 cit i zen and 1 a)""' gel and 0 w n e)"" • L. E. 
F r"' e )""1 c h , W r" i tin 9 f)""' 0 rll 0 x f c.)""' dOc t: 0 be\"" 1+ , 1 8 8 7 , t 0 his C has e 
City paper, the Banner of Truth, refered [sic] to Sassa~ras 
Fork now named Stovall in honor of that solid man who owned 
the p 'r" 0 per .... t y . 

5 Jo~n ~T. Stovall ~"illed the farm to his daughter, Sally Stovall Pittard 
[Will Book 24, Page 421, probated 1899]. Alexander Marrow Stovall and 
wife Patty Jones Stovall bought the property from S~lly Stovall Pittard 
about 1908. Alexander Marrow Stovall died in 1909, leaving his wife 
and .s ix c 11 i 1 d r en. Th e farm \Va s d i vi d e d a In 0 ng the chi 1 d r e r~ . Pat t y 
Jones Stovall bought four of the childrens' shares. Patty Stovall 
died in 1934. Esther Ann Stovall (daughter) and A. Marro\V Stovall 
(grandson) bought the whole farm at this time from the other children. 
Esther Ann Stovall died in 1943. A. Marro".., Stovall and wife, Mary W. 
Stovall, bought her half and have owned the farm to the present. 
[This information provided by Mary W. Stovall in telephone conversation, 
2/23/88 to Michael Southern, SHPO] 
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W.,Il:.L __ ,B.!~E.:,~Erl~~ C,~;§, 

Zo'ne East i 'n~! I\~ 0 'r-' t I"', i '('9 ZOY',E! Ea-=:,t: :i, ng NO'r-'t h ing 

ri 17 718700 L~02;G880 G :1.7 712,'3;:'~O L~O,2;7 330 

B 17 718570 40370L~O H 17 718 920 4037410 

C 17 718800 L~03'11 00 I 17 71'3170 4037420 

D 1. 7 7187E,O L~0371 (30 j' 17 71 '3250 403722;(> 

I::: 17 71 [::'\t':3 70 L~037200 1-< 17 71 '3200 4037200 

F::' 17 718850 1:,,037280 L 17 7132;:::0 4036'350 

Begi'(J'ni'n9 d,t point H:: 17 718700 LI-O::'~E;E.iEjO on the USGS pol~'/~Jon, 

on the no '(' t h sid f.:? 0 f S t d, t (:2 f< (:1 a d 1 5 () 7 , co ',,-, tin IJ i 'n~] i '(, a s t r" a i ~j h t 
li)r,E' nCtr-,th app'r~o)-<ifl,ately E,7::,; feet, c\J.ong the divisio'(, bet\l-Jee'f' t\.-')O 
fields and then along the tree line, to point 8: 17 718670 
il- (I 2'; "7 (> L~ <) 0 nth E:~ pol Y 9 0 n \l-J h E' t-' e the t t-' E: eli y', e t U r-' n sea, 5, t . 
Co 'r-, tin I..l in,;] i.,..., c:... ~:; t ),-, G:i i 9 h t 1 i nee a s tap P 'r-' 0 >< i rn i::l t E? 1 Y 3 (l I.) fee t , ,3. 1 0 n 9 
the E' d 9 e 0 f thE' ~'J 0 0 d s ~ t Ct P Ct i n t C: 1 7 7 1 8800 402; 7 1 0 (I 0 '(', the 
pol y 9 0 n , \.-'J h e (' e the t 'r"' e e 1 i net IJ r" 1"1 S not" t h " Con tin u i n 9 i n Ci 

~, t t-' a i 9 h t 1 i n e no r-' t h Ci P P 'r" 0 >< i rn atE? 1 y 3 ;,::: 5 fee t , a Ion 9 the e d 9 e 0 f the 
\l-J 0 0 C] s , top 0 i n t D = .t '7 7 1 [j 7 5 0 LI- 0 3 7 1 gO (:I nth e pol y 9 o'(J W he 'r-' e thE' 
t t" e e 3. i net u 'r~ n sea 5 t " C 0 .,...d~ i n u i n gin C:\ 5 t. t-' c\ i 9 h t 1 i nee a s t 
i::\ P P 'r" 0 >< i rll ate 1 y 525 fee t , (::\ 1,:11"1 9 the e d 9 e 0 f the ~'J 0 0 d 5 , top 0 i '(, t E: 
:l'1 7188 70 '~,O:~;7;,:::OO on the po], Y' 9 on \l-Jh e'r-'e t. he t r"ee 1 i ne t u r-'n5 nO'r-,t h. 
Con tin u i ',..., 9 i '(', 3 !5 t 'r" a i 9 h t 1 i n e n (:,)," t h , a Ion 9 the e d q e .;:. f thE? ~4J 0 0 d s ~ 

c':':'1 p p 'r-' 0 X 1 rJl ate 1 y i ::,; 0 f e l:.'7! t top 0 i n t F ~ 1 7 "7 J. 8 t~, 5 (> L,. (> 2; "1 ;,::: 8 0 0 nth e 

p () 1 Y 9 0 n w h e 1'-, e the t: '(' e e 1 i net IJ ),,, n 5 e a 5 t . Con tin u i n q ina s t 'r-' Ci i 9 h t 
:I. i. nee c\ s t , a J. 0 n 9 the e d 9 e 0 f the woo d 5 the nth t" 0 IJ 9 h a fie 1 d t 0 

the we s t e t" ned ~1 e 0 f the fa 'r" rll po n d , E:" P P 'r" 0 >{ i r" (~ t e J. y .3 75 fee t t 0 

PI,:' j, n t .G: 1 7 7 1 8 9 .3 (> It 0 .3 7 ::::; 2'; (> 0 nth e pol y ~l 0 'I", d t the W f? =:' t e)'" ned 9 e 0 f 
t h t.-=! f c\ t" rn po n d . Con tin u in!] ina s t r" a i ~~ h t 1 i n E' no',." t h , 3 :I. 0 n 9 the 
\l-J e ~; t e r-' ned 9 e 0 f the f a r~ rn po n d , a p p r-' o)~ i rll ate J. y 1 7 5 fee t top 0 i ntH : 
1 7 7 :t 8 920 40.3 7410 ....... 0 nth t-? p Ct 1 Y go non the n C) ),,, t h \l-J est co 'r" n e)'" 0 f the 
fc~)'''rJl pond. Cont inui','-,g er..ist 210)"'9 the nOt-,the'r"n E'd~~e of the fa'r-'r" 
p (:I '1", dan d the n f 0 1 low i n 9 the E:? d 9 e 0 f the \l-J 0 0 d ~5 , a p p t" 0 x i r,1 i::\ t e 1 y gO (> 
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feet to point I: 17 719170 4037420 on the polygon where the tree 
line tUr"ns s·outh. Conti'fluing in a str"aight line south, along the 
e d g E' 0 f the woo d s ~ a p p r" 0 >< i rn ate 1 y Eo 7 5 fee t top 0 i n t ,J: 1 7 7 1 9250 
4037 2 =-~ 0 0 Y'I the pol Y g 0 n w her" e the t ).-. eel i )rl e t u Y' YI S we st. 
Con tin U i n gin a s t r" a i g h t lin e V-4 est, a 1 0 n g the e d g e 0 f the woo d s , 
approximately 275 feet to point K: 17 719200 4037200 on the 
polygon where the tree line turns south. Continuing in a 
s t r" a i g h t lin e SCI U t h , a 1 0 n g the e d 9 e 0 f the woo d s , a p p r'" 0 x i mat ely 
975 feet to point L: 17 719220 4036950 on the polygon where the 
tree line meets the north side of state Road 1507. Continuing 
along the north side of State Road 1507, approximately 1650 feet 
to the point of origin. 

BOUNDARY JUST I F I CJ:.)TJ~b!. 

Appr"ox i rnat ely 5i.~ acr .... es of the P)·-·oper .... t y t h at i YIC lude the 
d we 1 1 i n g , 0 U t b u i 1 din g s , c e met e r .... y a YI d c IJ 1 t i vat e d fie], d s t hat have 
been a historic part of the property, maintain historic 
integrity, and convey the property's historic setting are being 
nominatgd to the National Register of Historic Places. -The 
remaining property has been excluded because it is now woodland 
or it is not known with certainty to be historically associated 
with the property. 

The western boundary from UTM points A to B includes the 
dwelling and outbuildings to its east and excludes property 
outside the owner's property lines to its west. The northern 
boundary from UTM points B to C, C to 0, D to E and E to F 
inc Iud est he d weI I i YI g t 0 its sou t h an d ex c lu des wood 1 and t 0 its 
north. The northern boundary from UTM points F to G, G to Hand 
H to I includes the dwelling to its south and excludes property 
not known with certainty to be historically associated with the 
pr-·oper-.t y to its no)· .... t h. The east er-'n bOUYldc:"'''y fr .... clrll UTM po i nt sIt 0 

J, J to K and K to L includes the dwelling to its west and 
excludes woodland to its east. The southern boundary from UTM 
points L to A includes the dwelling to its north and excludes 
property not owned by the owner to its south. 
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